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TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TEACHERS'
RETIREMENT BOARD
Under the provisions of the retirement law the Commissioner of Education is,
ex officio, a member of the Teachers' Retirement Board. In January, 1939, Mr.
Walter F. Downey was appointed Commissioner of Education, thereby becoming
a member of the Teachers' Retirement Board and succeeding Dr. James G. Reardon.
The rate of assessment for the school year beginning July 1, 1939, was fixed at
5% of the annual salary of each member, subject to the provision of the law which
requires that the minimum annual assessment shall be $35 and the maximum
annual assessment $130. Notice has been given by the Board of its intention to
continue this rate for the school year beginning July 1, 1940.
In accordance with the provisions of the retirement law, 921 teachers who entered,
the service for the first time were enrolled as members of the Retirement Asso-
ciation. There were also 107 teachers who served in the public schools of Massa-
chusetts prior to July 1, 1914 who joined the Association by paying their back
assessments with interest. On December 31, 1939, there were 20,817 active mem-
bers, of whom 3,395 were teachers who served in Massachusetts prior to July 1,
1914, and voluntarily joined the Retirement Association and 17,422 were teachers
who entered the service of this State for the first time since that date and were
required to join.
Interest at the rate of 33^% was credited to the accounts of the members on
December 31, 1939. The total interest credited for the year to the members' ac-
counts and the annuity reserve fund amounted to $1,133,825.22.
The total deposits for the year amounted to $2,289,974.19, Payments amounting
to $518,085.61 were made on account of members who left the service of the public
schools of Massachusetts. Of this amount, $415,970.44 was contributions and the
balance, $102,115.17, was interest. Payments for the year amounting to $230,204.76
were made to the estates of deceased members.
The income over disbursements amounted to $2,302,790.72. On December 31,
1939 the gross assets were $35,589,494.87 and the total liabihties amounted to
$34,612,509.05, leaving a surplus of $976,985.82.
Two hundred twenty-eight teachers retired during the year 1939, their annual
retiring allowances amounting to $235,011.60. Of this amount $77,731.28 was
annuity derived from the contributions made by these members before retirement
and the balance was pension paid from State appropriations. The retirements
for the year were as follows: On account of disability before attaining the age of
sixty, 10; voluntary retirements, ages sixty to sixty-nine, 142; compulsory retire-
ments at age seventy, 76.
Sixty teachers who retired during the year made payments for the purchase of
an additional annuity; 22 of these teachers paying an amount equal to the total
of their regular contributions with interest, which is the maximum amount per-
mitted by law. The total payments for the purchase of an additional annuity
amounted to $129,757.44 and the additional annuities purchased amounted to
$12,270.92. The largest payment was $4,314.64, which purchased an annuity
of $574.48.
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The following table gives statistics relating to the 228 members retired in 1939:
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Statement for the Year Ending December 31, 1939, Made to the




Deposits of teachers who are accumulating the amount due for
membership . . . . . . .
Deposits transferred from other Retirement Systems in the Com-
monwealth..........
Deposits and interest used to purchase membership for teachers
who have been accumulating the amount due for membership .
Members' deposits and interest used to purchase annuities .
Interest received on investments (less $12,841.81 accrued interest
paid on securities purchased during the year)
Received from Commonwealth:
For payment of pensions to retired members $1,357,639.57
For reimbursement of cities and towns . 314,476.99











Deposits refunded, including interest, to members withdrawing
from teaching service .......
Deposits refunded, including interest, to estates of members who
died before retirement .......
Balance of deposits and interest refunded to estates of deceased
annuitants who elected a refund annuity ....
Transferred to other Retirement Systems in the Commonwealth .
Deposits and interest used to purchase membership for teachers
who have been accumulating the amount due for membership
Members' deposits and interest used to purchase annuities .
Investment expenses ........
Net decrease in book value of securities .....
Payments to retired members
:
Pensions paid from funds appropriated by
the Commonwealth ....
Annuities paid from funds to the credit of
retired members at the time of their retire-
ment .......
Reimbursement of cities and towns on account of
pensions paid to teachers retired subsequent



































Investments, par value (Schedule A) $32,986,871.62; amortized
value ..........
Cash ...........
Interest due and unpaid . . . . . .
Accrued interest on investments ......
Gross assets......
Liabilities
Deposits of members in active service
Regular interest credited to same
Deposits of teachers who are accumulating the
amount due for membership










Deposits of members who have withdrawn from
the service of the public schools without re-
questing a refund of the amount to their
credit .......





Due representatives of deceased members ....
Annuity reserve and amount due estates of deceased annuitants
Estimated interest to be credited on deposits received in 1939











Membership December 31, 1938 ....
Voluntary members admitted to Retirement Association during
1939
Teachers required by law to become members .
Reinstated ........
Number deceased during the year 1939
Number left service .....




Statement foe the Year Ending December 31, 1939, made to the Secretary
OF the Teachers' Retirement Board in Compliance with the Provisions
OF Paragraph (5), Section 14, Chapter 32 of the General Laws.
Income
Received from the secretary of the Teachers' Retirement Board . $2,289,974. 19
Interest received on investments (Less $12,841.81 accrued interest
paid on securities purchased and exchanged during year) . 1,329,218.08
Total receipts $3,619,192.27




Balance of deposits and interest refunded to estates of deceased
annuitants who elected a refund annuity .... 55,608.05
Deposits refunded to members withdrawing from the teaching
service and to estates of members who died before retirement 685,076.65
Transfers to other retirement systems ..... 7,605 . 67
Premium on securities purchased (Less $994.62 discount) . . 147,153.93




Investments, par value $32,986,871 . 62
Cash 902,032.73
Total assets December 31, 1939 $33,888,904.35
I hereby certify that the above is a correct exhibit of the financial condition of
the Teachers' Retirement System of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts on the
thirty-first day of December, 1939.
A true statement made under the penalties of perjury.
William E. Hurley,
Treasurer and Receiver General.
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SCHEDULE A— Continued
















New Hampshire, State of
New Jersey, State of
New Jersey, State of
New Jersey, State of
New Jersey, State of
New London, Conn.
New Marlboro, Mass.





Newport, R. I. .
Newport, R. I. .
Newport News, Va.
North Adams, Mass.
North Carolina, State of
North Carolina, State of
North CaroUna, State of
North Carolina, State of
North Carohna, State of







Oregon, State of .
Oregon, State of .




Pasadena, San Gabriel Water
Passaic, N. J.
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SCHEDULE k—Concluded
Rochester, N. Y
